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think I’m obligated to say where I don’t
agree. And that’s what I’m doing. I’m trying
to be as clear as I can be, hoping we can
work together, hoping we can get legislation
out of this.

I have not done what was done frequently
in the previous 2 years, which is to say ‘‘We’re
walking away from this no matter what it is,
even if we have to change our position on
it,’’ which is what they did on the crime bill.

So I’m looking forward to this. We’re still
going to make some good things happen, and
we can still do it. But I owe it to the Amer-
ican people to protect them. They did not,
in my judgment, ratify every extreme ele-
ment of the contract as defined in every piece
of legislation there. I am not trying to thwart
them; I am trying to give them an oppor-
tunity to know exactly where I stand and to
work with them.

This is Dr. Tyson’s day, and I want to let
her answer questions.

Thank you.

Mexican Loan Agreement
Q. To both of you, sir, Mexican markets

took quite a tumble today on the news of
the agreement reached here, which I think
was probably considered surprising in some
quarters. I wonder if both you and Dr. Tyson
could comment on why you think that is and
any worries you may have that the cure here
may turn out to be worse than the disease.

Dr. Tyson. Well, I don’t want to comment
on specifics of the agreement, simply be-
cause there was a comment made by Sec-
retary Rubin at luncheon because, frankly,
I just got off an airplane and haven’t been
fully briefed on the agreement. What I will
say is that we believe that the path that we’ve
gone down is the correct path, and that we’ve
worked hard to reach an agreement which
we believe to be a sensible agreement which
will do the trick.

Q. Mr. President?
The President. I don’t know; I don’t have

an opinion. I think it may have something
to do with the other decisionmakers than the
United States and Mexico. We’ll just have
to see, but I would not overreact to it. We
have done the right thing. Mexico is taking
some very courageous steps, difficult steps
for them. They have followed the proper eco-

nomic path in general, and the United States
has great interest there. There are many jobs
tied up in it, our whole strategy of promoting
democracy and free markets throughout
Latin America. I think we did the right thing,
and I believe it very strongly, and I think
that time will bear us out. And if it doesn’t,
then we have very good collateral on this
deal, so we have done the right thing by the
American taxpayers and the American people
as well.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:39 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the House Democratic Caucus and
an Exchange With Reporters
February 22, 1995

The President. Good morning. Everyone
here? I had an excellent meeting this morn-
ing with the House Democratic Caucus. We
discussed a wide range of issues. I com-
plimented them; I compliment them again
on the work they are doing to remain unified
in pursuit of the best interests of the people
of this country.

I reaffirmed my willingness and desire to
work with the Republican leadership in the
Congress to advance the cause of the Amer-
ican people but that there are things which
we simply disagree on and where we feel very
strongly. I think it is ironic that here, on the
50th day of this 100-day effort that they are
making to put in their contract, the single
most important issue in the world to them
seems to be to cut the school lunch program
and end it.

And old conservative adage used to be, ‘‘If
it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’’ Here’s a program
that isn’t broke, that’s done a world of good
for millions and millions of children of all
races and backgrounds all across our country,
and I think it would be a terrible mistake
to put an end to it, to gut it, to undermine
it. And I hope that my party will stand against
this. I do not agree with it. I do not think
it is right, and it seems to me that this is
one of the things that we hired on to do,
to stick up for the interest of children, for
the vast middle class, and for our future. And
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I intend to do that, and I believe the Con-
gress will, as well—at least those in our party
will, as well.

Mr. Leader.

[At this point, Congressman Dick Gephardt
made brief remarks.]

Tax Cuts
Q. Mr. President, as Republicans look at

balancing the books now, support for a big
tax cut is supposedly softening and may very
well wither and die on the Senate vine. Do
you still feel that it’s responsible to have some
kind of tax cut?

The President. Yes, I didn’t—of course,
I always thought their tax cuts were too big
and couldn’t be paid for. The one that I of-
fered was, I think, roughly less than a third
in aggregate costs of what theirs was. And
of course, in the second 5 years, if theirs had
passed, it would have been much greater. So
I’m glad to see a sobering of attitudes about
that.

But I do believe, again, that our main mis-
sion here has to be to try to advance the
cause of the American people. And we have
to continue to bring the deficit down, but
we also have to recognize that there is out
there in this country what Secretary Reich
has called an anxious class, people who are
working harder and for whom more jobs in
the American economy have not meant more
security.

If we allow a deduction of the cost of edu-
cation after high school, especially if we cou-
ple that with a minimum wage increase, and
continuing to increase the college loans and
the investments in education, we will in-
crease those folks’ incomes in the short run
in ways that will increase their incomes in
the long run, increase their ability to pay
taxes, and strengthen the American econ-
omy.

So I believe a carefully targeted tax relief
to the middle class, tied to education in ways
that will grow the economy and grow jobs,
is an appropriate thing to do. I’m glad to hear
the talk of abandoning tax cuts of the size
that were being proposed. I tried to tell the
American people in the campaign there was
no way in the wide world that could be done,
and I welcome that talk.

Democratic Action on Capitol Hill

Q. Does this 50-day point mark some sort
of turning point for you in terms of shoring
up, taking a firm stand on things, trying to
present the Democratic side as a unified side
against the Republicans?

The President. Well, I think they’ve been
doing a good job on that. There have been
two or three issues here lately where the
Democrats have really rallied: first, in the na-
tional security area, where they basically
were responsible for not going back to Star
Wars, which would have been a big mistake
and, secondly, where they voted against
abandoning our commitment to the Amer-
ican people to put 100,000 more police offi-
cers on the street. And I believe they will
be even more unified against an attempt to
destroy the school lunch program. So I feel
good about that.

But I also think we have been willing to
work with the Republicans. You know, the
bill to apply to Congress the laws that applies
to the private sector passed overwhelmingly
in the House of Representatives with the
same level of Democratic support as Repub-
licans support. The bill to reduce the burden
of unfunded mandates on State and local
governments received large Democratic sup-
port.

So we want to work with the Republicans.
But we have no intention of abandoning the
American people to unproven theories and
extreme positions. We’re the people party,
and we’re going to stick up for the people.
And when we can do that in good conscience
by working with them to reduce the burden
of Government, we want to do that, and we
should do that. But I’m excited by the oppor-
tunity that this new period offers us to stand
up for what we believe in.

Q. Where will you draw the line?
Deputy Press Secretary Ginny

Terzano. Thank you.
The President. What did you say? Thank

you? You want me to quit? [Laughter]
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. at the
Capitol.
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Statement on the Peace Process in
Northern Ireland
February 22, 1995

I welcome today’s announcement by Irish
Prime Minister Bruton and British Prime
Minister Major of the launching of a joint
framework document outlining their shared
proposals for inclusive talks on the future of
Northern Ireland. The publication of this
document marks another significant step for-
ward in the peace process. I congratulate
both Prime Ministers, former Irish Prime
Minister Albert Reynolds, Irish Foreign Min-
ister Dick Spring, and British Secretary of
State for Northern Ireland Sir Patrick
Mayhew, all of whom have worked hard and
risked much in the search for a new path
forward to reconciliation and lasting peace.

The framework document lays the founda-
tion for all-party talks among the British and
Irish Governments and the political parties
in Northern Ireland. The talks are intended
to be all-inclusive, with all issues on the table.
As the Irish and British Governments have
emphasized, the document is designed to as-
sist discussion and negotiation on Northern
Ireland and will not be imposed on any party.
The clear wish of the people of Northern Ire-
land is for a lasting peace. We call upon all
the parties to examine the document care-
fully and move forward on the basis of it.

The guns and bombs have been silent in
Northern Ireland for almost 6 months. The
benefits of peace are obvious to all, and I
urge the parties to seize this opportunity. I
will continue to strongly support the peace
process in Northern Ireland and to work with
the Governments of Ireland and the United
Kingdom to build on today’s courageous step
forward toward lasting peace. In addition, I
look forward to our Trade and Investment
Conference to be held this May as a way to
underscore the tangible benefits to peace.

Statement on Compensation for
Persian Gulf Veterans
February 22, 1995

Today, the country takes a long-overdue
step to recognize the sacrifices of these Per-
sian Gulf veterans. We are taking an unprec-

edented approach to assisting these veterans
by providing compensation for conditions
that have defied conventional diagnoses. We
encourage any Persian Gulf veteran who is
sick to file a claim, and we will automatically
reopen previously denied claims as a result
of this new law.

I felt that we could not wait on science.
For some Persian Gulf veterans like Michael
Sills, medical science does not have answers
today, but we must not and will not give up.

Michael Sills and veterans like him who
served their country honorably have earned
our gratitude. And when they are sick, we
must do what is right.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing that the President
met with Michael I. Sills, one of the first recipients
of a compensation check awarded to Persian Gulf
veterans with chronic disabilities resulting from
undiagnosed illnesses.

Executive Order 12950—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between
Metro North Commuter Railroad
and Its Employees by Certain Labor
Organizations
February 22, 1995

Disputes exist between Metro North Com-
muter Railroad and certain of its employees
represented by certain labor organizations.
The labor organizations involved in these dis-
putes are designated on the attached list,
which is made a part of this order.

The disputes have not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (the ‘‘Act’’).

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish an emer-
gency board pursuant to section 9A of the
Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(c) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
an emergency board to investigate and report
on the disputes.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, in-
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